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INSIDE

What'snew:
Thisweek'spaperintroduces
twonewelements:

.AN INSIDELOOKprovides
apreviewoftopicsreaders
canlookforwardto in

futureeditions,alongwith
a resourceguideonhowto
usethepaper./PAGE34A

.FACETOFACEisthefirst
inaweeklyseriesofto-
the-pointinterviewswith
localbusiness
figures/PAGE35A

Energybuildup
Tworecentlyannounced
officeprojectswilladd
nearlyhalfa.millionsquare
feetofspacetotheWest
Houstonarea.
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S~ecial delivery
Pnvateobstetricsand
gynecologypracticeThe
Women'sSpecialistsof
HQustonisbeJnticQuired

Banks still growing, but
... robust FDICdata

covers period before

subprime meltdown

POWERTOTHEPEOPLE:
Thefirst biodieselgeneratorsin the nation

to plug in to the electricgrid arehelping

powerthe city of OakRidgeNorth near

TheWoodlands/PAGE2A
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BYGREG BARR
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Jim Stein and Don Brunson found
few believers when they first floated
the idea of opening a bank inside
Loop 610.

In early 2004, new banks were
flocking to suburban areas in pur-
suit of steady population growth to
the north and west.

"Some bankers were skeptical be-
cause of all the big banks and heavy
competition down there," recalls
Stein, president and CEOof Bank of
Houston.

Two years after opening in the up-
scale Tanglewood area in March
2005,Stein and Brunson have grown

SEE FDIC, PAGE 66A

Strictly Houston. Strictly Business.
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Jim Stein of Bank of Houston: 'Any way you slice it, $100 oil is good for the Houston
economy:

CITYBEAT

Quiltshow
spreadsout,
setsrecord

Quilt connois-
seurs sewed up an-
other attendance
record at the George
R.Brown Conven-
tion Center this
month.

The annual Inter-
national Quilt Festi-
val attracted a
patchwork crowd of
54,247patrons.

The four-day
event held Nov. 1-4
now holds title to
the most widely at-
tended trade show
in the convention
center's 20-year his-
tory.

The previous
record was 53,989in
2004 - also set by
the International
Quilt Festival.

Quilts have
loomed large as an
annual drawing card
for 37 years.

In fact, the local
festival run by Hous-
ton-based Quilts Inc.
ranked as largest in
the world until a
Japanese company
got into the quilting
show business.

Karey Bresenhan,
festival founder and
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Enfusia products (www.enfusia.com)
are made with certified organic and
natural botanical ingredients and ex-
tracts that are formulated to protect,
hydrate and nourish adult and baby
skin. She originally created Enfusia to
solve her own affliction with eczema,
and quickly came to the realization
that there was probably a large demand
among other people for nonirritating
skin-careproducts. .

Myers' organic recipe is sopure that
it is well-suited for those who are un-
dergoing radiation treatment for can-
cer. "When my mother-in-law was bat-
tling breast cancer, the radiation made
her skin extremely intolerant so I devel-
oped a Clean Enfusion line that's fra-
grance free,"she says.

. Mail Again LLC. Replyenvelopes
included in montWystatementsand
mail solicitations often gounused.Mail
AgainLLChopesto eliminate the
wastethrough their reusable"two-
way"envelopes.

"With electronicbill paymentap-
proaching40percent
anddirect mail re-
sponseratesaveraging
lessthan 2percent,the
negativeenvironmental
impactofsimplycreat-
ing thepaperforbil-
lions ofreplyenvelopes
is staggering"saysGary
Emmott,presidentof Emmott
MailAgain.

Hesaysapproximately6,000tons of
paper is produced to make 1billion re-
ply envelopes - 102,000trees are har- .
vested, which affects 1,200acres ofnat-
ural forests and consumes 7,579,000
gallons of fuel, 41,718,000gallons ofwa-
ter and 24,462,000kilowatt hours of en-
ergy. In the process, 3,522,000pounds
of air pollution is created and ultimate-
ly the waste paper occupies 18,360cu- .
bic yards oflandfill.

"Manufacturing,printing, inserting,
handling, mailing and transporting the
replyenvelopes greatlycompounds the
negative environmental impact ofthe pa-
per manufacturing statistics; he adds.

The Mail Again envelopes feature
sealing technologies that make them
easier to open and reuse. They are de-
signed to enable commingling and pre-
sorting, while ensuring any corrective
U.S.Postal Service spray bar codes do
not effect reply mail.

The USPS-approved two-way en-
velopes are available in a variety of
standard sizes and have simple instruc-
tions printed on the envelope.

HoustonBusinessJoumal

GOINGGREEN

trees or removing over 100 cars from
the road per year..Environmentally friendly. In
keeping with theAVEDA beauty prod-
uct line, consisting of pure plant- and
flower-based products and hair color
derived from 97percent natural ingre-
dients, the AVEDAInstitute Houston is
teaching hairstylists, skin care special-
ists and massagetherapists howto
work and live an environmentally con-
scious lifestyle.

The students recycle newspapers, use
organic towels and munch on organic
food in the break rooms. Natural light-
ing illuminates the school, there are no
synthetic perfumes or lamination ma-
chines and there is a completely
smoke-free environment.

This year, the students at the Hous-
ton Institute raised $6,050.46for the
Global Greengrants Fund.

.Discounted energy audits. New-
Point Energy Solutions, a division of
Standard Renewable Energy, is offering
discounted energy audits to Green
Mountain Energy Co:scustomers.

Green Mountain customers can re-
ceive a $100 discount on the price of an
introductory NewPoint energy audit
(regularly$200).AtypicalTexasresi-
dential customer can achieve as much
as a 25percent to 30 percent reduction
in annual energy consumption by fol-
lowing energy audit recommendations,
according to Paul Markovich, senior
vice president of residential services for
Green Mountain.

NewPoint also is offering Green
Mountain customers a $250discount on
a comprehensive audit (regularly $750),
which includes a blower-door test and
thermographic inspection (infrared
photography) to identify energy leaks;

NewPoipt(www.newpointenergy.com)
provides renewable energy and energy-
savingsolutions for homes and light
commercial applications, including solar
photovoltaic energysystems, wind ener-
gysystems,high-efficiencyheating and
coolingsystems, high-performance spray
foam insulation, and environmentally
friendlybackup power technologies.

Green Mountain offers cleaner elec- .
tricity products using renewable
sources such as wind, water and solar.

.Biodegradable micro-emulsions.
FlotekIndustries Inc. (www.flotekind
.com), which develops imiovative spe-
cialty chemicals and downhole drilling
and production equipment, has a
patent pending on green biodegradable
surfactant micro-emulsions.

The micro-emulsion's additives offer
superior performance for applications
of drilling, stimulation and remedia-
tion fluid systems, limiting damage and
improvin~ cleanup of the formation

Pearland, the fastest growing suburb of Houston. is ripe

for business with its prime location, quality amenities an,

pa(:kages. The Spedrum at Clear Creek Is Pearland's pre

and lifestyle development with immediate a(:(:essto Bel

and Texas 2B8'"', and minutes from downtown Housto

Texas MedkalCenter, Hobby Airport, and two major

When speed to the market is (:riti(:al.The Spectrum is y'

strategi(: site solution.

Contact the Pearland Economic Development

Corporation at 800-240-3684 I 281-652-1627

. HOMESTI.. MANAi
. ~ COMMERCIAL

SERVICES:

Large& SmallAcreage
IndividualorCommercial

Sne Clean-Up
WildlneHabnatRestoration

PipelineMaintenance
FenceLines\HuntingLanes
RailroadSightRight-ot-Ways

UtilityEasement
Right-ot-ways
SurveyLines
RidingTrails
HikingTrails

AndMorel NoD'
MulchedM
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CELL

936-499-4130 ,
12584 Brandi Lane Willis, Texas 77378 f
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